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Due to insufficient data collection 
involved in this study, here is merely an 
outlined statement that aims at regional 
medical system.
Medical Units (yixue) were being 
established everywhere in the country upon 
order of the first emperor of Ming Dynasty in 
the year of 1384. The units, which consist of a 
medical officer and several physicians and 
surgeons, are organized for civilians’ medical 
care. Unfortunately, these organizations with 
praiseworthy intentions become weaker and 
weaker during the process of functioning. 
There are many possible reasons for the result. 
One is that there are institutional defects in 
the system. Because of the budget and some 
sort of other problems, the officials are 
incapable of rebuilding the decayed premises, 
resulting in malfunction of the system. On the 
other hand, the institution of official ranks 
purchase constitutes the major reason for the 
corruption of the medical system. The 
position of a medical officer can be purchased 
with grain or money, therefore, the quality of 
the officers is deteriorated and the official 
status itself is disregarded. These facts hasten 
the decline of the stricken medical system. As 
a result, many medical units only exist to be 
nominal, except for a few ones that are lasting 
through the efforts of respective local 
government officials. Under such 
circumstances, suppose that a plague breaks 
out, local officials can do nothing but form 
medical groups to perform necessary 
treatment.
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